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not like ancient Egypt, where the son automatically stepped into
the office or craft of his father. " Among us, where the ranks
alone remain, and the individuals in them ceaselessly change,
nobody knows, in raising his son for his own position, whether
he is not working against the youth's interest. ... In the
natural order of things, men being all equal, their common
vocation is the condition of man; and whoever is well educated
for that will not badly fulfil any other to which he is called.'*
Neither in Rousseau's time nor kter did Europe adopt his
plan of keeping the child from school until he is twelve or
thirteen. It is felt, as Madame de Stael wrote in criticism,
that if school education were deferred until that age some six
or seven precious years would have been lost; and that, on
arriving at the late school age, the children would have grown
up without the inclination and capacity to study and to attend.
Madame de Stael, having spent all of her time before the
French Revolution in her mother's salon at Paris, where every
subject of liberal conversation was discussed, or in Switzerland,
where new methods of education were being judiciously
applied, advocated the system of Pestalozzi as the most helpful
line of educational advance.1
The German Rousseau was Johann Bernard Basedow. This
man was a product of enlightenment and nature. Big, clumsy,
ill-dressed, exuberant; continually smoking, and filling the
air around him with particularly foul tobacco-smoke; boister-
ous, excitable, quarrelsome—he was not welcome everywhere,
and not anywhere for long; and as a schoolmaster he was no
striking success. Yet his influence on German education, and,
indeed, on education throughout all Central Europe, was
decided and beneficial.
Basedow was born in 1723 at Hamburg, the son of a peruke-
maker. In 1753 he became a teacher at Soro, in Seeland, at
the Ritter-Akademie there, one of the schools of polite instruc-
tion for young nobles which arose in Germany in the last
half of the seventeenth century. Later he was teacher ia a
1 Madame de Steel's views on education are in Cfaapfcesr XIX of De
FAUemagne.

